Environmental groups to hold consultations on federal climate plan
 Dennis Bueckert, Canadian Press
Published: Tuesday, August 01, 2006

OTTAWA (CP) - Frustrated by a lack of consultation on the government's "made-in-Canada" environment plan, activists plan meetings across the country to get public views on what should be done.

The Climate Action Network says it will hold workshops in 18 cities, including centres in every province and Yukon and the Northwest Territories.

The government is expected to produce a wide-ranging environmental plan in October, including programs to curb greenhouse emissions blamed for global warming.

Federal officials insist they are seeking views from outside government, but many environmental groups say they've been shut out.

"The reality is that the public has not been consulted at all," said Ann Coxworth of the Saskatchewan Environmental Society, one of the groups in the Climate Action Network.

She conceded the group's recommendations may be ignored, saying "If we don't present our point of view to them we can't complain if they ignore us."

A recent poll suggested that the environment is second only to health as a priority for Canadians.

The Liberals' Project Green, made public shortly before the change in government, has been largely dismantled by the Conservatives.

The Conservatives have been developing the new plan under tight secrecy.

"They're not giving us enough of what they intend to do for us to give them any significant advice on how to proceed," said John Bennett, executive director of the Climate Action Network.

"We need to have a plan that all Canadians can work together on and you don't get a plan like that by going into a back room and then making an announcement six months later."

Bennett said that his group has not received any acknowledgement of a standing request to meet Environment Minister Rona Ambrose.

First Nations groups in the North have also complained about lack of consultation on the plan.

"We will ask Canadians what they want done and we will take their views to Ottawa," said Bennett.

Consultations are expected to begin in the second week of September.

No comment could be obtained from Ambrose's office.
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