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Manitoba Wildlands Files Questions For Hydro To Answer

Friday October 17, 2003 is the deadline to file format written questions - called interrogatories, for the proponent to answer regarding the Wuskwatim generation and transmission projects. Manitoba Wildlands, CNF filed over 300 questions regarding:

1. Participation and Policy

2. Ecosystems and land Use

3. Species

4. Project Design and Methods

5. Justification, Need for, and Alternatives to

Manitoba Hydro, as proponent for the projects, will answer the questions in writing.  The questions become part of the record for the environmental licensing review of the projects.

Other public participants, including northern communities and environmental organizations, also filed sets of questions for Manitoba Hydro to answer. The Manitoba Clean Environment Commission is undertaking environmental review of the Wuskwatim projects, and included interrogatories in the review. It is the first time a Manitoba environmental licensing review includes formal written questions.

Gaile Whelan Enns, director of Manitoba Wildlands, CNF indicated: "Several people assisted in research, and preparation for our set of questions. We felt that the information deficiencies in Hydro’s Wuskatim environmental impacts statements meant it was essential to file these questions. We expect Manitoba Hydro to respond fully, to each question from each public participant."

Manitoba has not made a decision to build a dam in almost 20 years. Previous dams did not receive environmental assessment through a public process. The proposed Wuskwatim project contains a low head dam with 3 transmission line segments. It will provide 200 megawatts of power each year.  Recent conservation programming in Manitoba saves about 250 megawatts of power, enough for a 'virtual dam.'
For information contact:

Gaile Whelan Enns

204-947-3400 – office, voice mail

204-981-3783 – cell, no voice mail













