 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 2
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN IN RIGHT OF CANADA

AS REPRESENTED BY THE MINISTER OF THE ENVIRONMENT

FOR THE PURPOSES OF THE PARKS CANADA AGENCY

("CANADA")

AND

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN IN RIGHT OF MANITOBA

AS REPRESENTED BY THE MINISTER OF CONSERVATION

("MANITOBA")

RESPECTING

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL PARK IN 

THE MANITOBA LOWLANDS NATURAL REGION 

IN THE PROVINCE OF MANITOBA

Whereas:

(1) 
Canada and Manitoba want to establish a national park to represent the Manitoba Lowlands Natural Region in the national park system, and have identified natural areas in the Interlake region as the potential national park; and

(2)  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 3in 1992, the two governments launched a feasibility study that concluded in 1998 that a national park in the Manitoba Lowlands was feasible and have since worked to improve the proposed boundary and to further involve Aboriginal and local communities; and

(3)  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 4a national park would contribute to the protection of the ecological integrity and to heritage presentation of representative features including the Boreal forest, karst lands, aquatic ecosystems, and wildlife habitat, as well as the cultural values and history of the region; and

(4)  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 5a national park would provide Canadians with opportunities to use, enjoy and learn about the natural and cultural values of the Manitoba Lowlands and would assist in strengthening regional economies through visitation to the park and other destinations; and

(5)  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 6section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, recognizes and affirms the existing aboriginal and treaty rights of the aboriginal peoples of Canada.

Therefore the governments of Canada and Manitoba agree to the following:
1.
Establishment of a National Park
1.2  Canada and Manitoba will continue to work in partnership to achieve the establishment of a national park in the Manitoba Lowlands Natural Region, and to strive to negotiate a national park establishment agreement by May 2005 in accordance with the timetable in Appendix 1.

1.2
The purpose of a national park would be to protect for all time a representative natural area of Canadian significance in the Manitoba Lowlands and to encourage public understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of the area so as to leave it unimpaired for future generations.

2.
National Park Boundaries
2.1
Canada and Manitoba will use the map in Appendix 2 to focus discussions and consultations in order to achieve a national park that is representative of the Manitoba Lowlands natural region, and that maintains the ecological and cultural integrity of the lands protected in the park.

3.
Aboriginal People
3.1
The planning, management and operation of a national park in the Manitoba Lowlands, should one be established, will respect existing Aboriginal and treaty rights in keeping with section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982.

tc ""
4.
Consultations
4.1
Canada and Manitoba will commence public consultations including consultations with affected Aboriginal and local communities after the signing of this Memorandum of Understanding for the following purposes:


(a)
to review a draft vision statement for the national park;


(b)
to seek comments on the proposed national park boundaries identified in Appendix 2, and a possible island component for the national park;


(c)
to provide and seek input on the ecological, social, economic, cultural and historical value of the lands proposed for the national park; and


(d)
to identify issues and opportunities for consideration during the negotiation of a national park establishment agreement.

4.2
Canada will provide a summary of comments received and a response to the issues raised insofar as is appropriate given that some issues may not be resolved until the conclusion of negotiations or may be beyond the scope of national park establishment discussions.

5.
Economic Considerations
5.1
Canada will invest, subject to the appropriation of funds by the Parliament of Canada, $30 million over a 10 year period and $2 million annually thereafter to establish, develop and operate a national park within the Manitoba Lowlands.

5.2

Canada and Manitoba will continue to work with others to develop a vision for the conservation, use and interpretation of the proposed parklands, as well as complementary local economic development opportunities.

6.

National Park Establishment Agreement
6.1

Canada and Manitoba will establish mechanisms to ensure the involvement of affected Aboriginal people and local communities in the negotiation of a park establishment agreement for a national park in the Manitoba Lowlands natural region.

6.2
The national park establishment agreement will address, among other things:


(a)
the identification of final boundaries for the national park;


(b)
timing and process for the transfer of the park lands to Canada for the purpose of establishing and operating a national park under the Canada National Parks Act;


(c)
management of said lands between the date of the agreement and the date they are formally protected under Schedule 1 of the Canada National Parks Act;.


(d)
terms and conditions for dealing with third-party interests;


(e)
federal investment in the establishment, development and operation of a national park in the Manitoba Lowlands; 


(f)
continuation of traditional activities by Aboriginal people within the boundary of the national park; 


(g) 
any requirements for land selection pursuant to the Framework Agreement - Treaty Land Entitlement, Manitoba 1997;


(h)
defined resource harvesting by local residents;


(i)
access to Lake Winnipeg for the purpose of commercial fishing;


(j)
establishment of a park advisory board to advise on the development and management of the park;


(k)
identification of exclusions from the national park of lands for highway and utility corridors;


(l)
development of a management plan for the national park as required under the Canada National Parks Act; and


(m)
a mechanism to foster collaboration between Canada and Manitoba related to land use activities on the lands and waters adjacent to the national park.

7. Effect of Memorandum of Understanding
7.1
This Memorandum of Understanding is an expression of the mutual intentions of the Parties and is not legally binding on them or enforceable against them.

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING signed by the Governments of Canada and Manitoba at Winnipeg, Manitoba on March 19, 2004.

FOR MANITOBA:
The Honourable Gary Doer
Premier 





_________________________________                                                                     




The Honourable Gary Doer








In the presence of








_________________________________                                                            








WITNESS

FOR CANADA:
The Honourable David Anderson

Minister of the Environment


_________________________________  








The Honourable David Anderson

In the presence of

_________________________________                                                         








WITNESS
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
APPENDIX 1

PROPOSED TIMETABLE TO ACHIEVE 

A NATIONAL PARK ESTABLISHMENT AGREEMENT 

March 2004







· Sign Memorandum of Understanding


April 2004 to December 2004

· General information sessions

· Consultations
· Identify issues to be addressed in negotiations

January 2005 to May 2005
· Negotiate national park establishment agreement






APPENDIX 2

PROPOSED NATIONAL PARK BOUNDARIES 

FOR CONSULTATION
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