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NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS

The National Congress of American Indians
Resolution #PSP-09-013

TITLE: Supporting Similar Environmental Requirements for Foreign Hydro _

Power l_indel' Federal Renewable Energy S_tnndm'd_ (RES)

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and
purposes, in ‘order to preserve for owrselves and our descendants the inherent
sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and
agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are
entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public
toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cnltural values,
and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indlan people do hereby

estabhsh and subxmt the following resolunon and

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI)} was
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American
Indian and Alaska Nanve tribal governments; and

WHEREAS as stewards of the environment, American Indian and Alaska
Native tribal governments have taken a strong interest in reducing the impacts of
climate change; and

!

WHEREAS, the federal government is beginning to combat the iﬁlpaéts' of

‘climate change by considering legislative proposals that would increase the amount of

renewable energy cunrently being used; and

WHEREAS, the energy resources covered by a federal renewable energy
standard (RES) will receive significant marketing advantages because utilities will be
required to use increasing percentages of these resources; and

WHEREAS, it has been proven that large hiydro power projects have caused
severe devastation and long lasting negative impacts on the culture and environment
of Native peoples in both the United States and Canada; and

WHEREAS, Manitoba Hydro has constructed massive diversions and
augmentations without final licensing, without adequate environmental assessment,
and without the consent, consultation. mitigation or compensation of certain impacted
First Nations in Canada; and

WHEREAS, these projects continue to cause adverse cultural and socio-
economic impacts on the First Nations, including the flooding of hundreds of
thousands of acres, massive shoreline erosion, the destruction of fisheries, mercury
contamination. the destruction of burial grounds and sacred sites, community
dislocations, and severe poverty.
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby call on the
Congress of the United States to not benefit large fore1gn hydro projects under a federal RES,
either by including them as “qualified hydro power” or allowing utilities to exclude their energy .
from their “base amount” unless , at a minimum, the equivalent of a review pursuant to the .
National Environmental Policy Act has been conducted with respect to the dams, generators and
underlying water diversions associated with such hydropower, and the dams, generators and
underlying water diversions have received final approvals from the relevant host jurisdictions -
containing terms and conditions to minimize and mitigate environmental impacts; and

'BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED, that thls resolunou shall be the pohcy of NCAI until it
is wzthdrawn or modlﬁed by subsequent resolutlon

CERTIFICATION
.The foregoing resolution was adopted by the General Aséembly at the 2009 Annual Session of the

Nationa] Congress of American Indians, held at the Palim Springs Convention Center in Palm
Springs. California on October 11-16, 2009, with a quorum present.
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